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It was again offered Ken, but he again declined it, and pressed
Ms friend Hooper to accept it, which he did. Queen Anne finally
induced Ken to receive a pension for his support in his old age.

The coronation took place April 23, o.s. 1702, St. George's day.
Queen Anne, as gouty infirmity of her feet had again afflicted her,
was carried in all the processions in a low arm-chair; the train of
her robes hanging over the back was borne by her ladies. She was
the only infirm person who ever received the English crown.
The Tnfl.Tn-Fp.atr> of war against IPrance, issued May 4,1702, was
received by Louis XIY. with a Ion-mot: " It is a sign that I grow
old, when ladies declare war against me." He doubtless recalled
Anne to memory as he last saw her, when she was in her infancy,
wearing the long veil and black train at the Palais Royal, as mourn-
ing for her aunt Henrietta, duchess of Orleans.

When the grand occupation of the coronation was over, lady
Maiiborough, the new mistress of the robes, began, instinctively,
to feel rather than to perceive a change in the affection of her royal
mistress. She forthwith commenced carping, quarrelling, and
hunting for affronts. The queen, on the other hand, was eager
to grant the Marlboroughs all the advantages which their avarice
and ambition had anticipated. Marlborough had yet his fortune
to make from her bounty. He, who had begun the world with
nothing, notwithstanding his almost supernatural efforts at
gathering riches, had no property commensurate with his title of
earl. Queen Anne was will-ing to indulge the appetite of the pair
for wealth and honours. While this plan was in process, her
majesty redoubled her caressing expressions, that her presumed
favourites might be gratified in their ambitious and avaricious
designs quickly and peacefully, for she did not wish to incur the
reproach of sending them empty away.

Maiiborough having commenced his victorious career as com-
mander-in-chief of the allies against IPrance, by the capture of
some towns in Flanders, the queen created him duke; but, unfor-
tunately, the house of commons refused the royal request of 5000Z.
per p;pTmTT> pension. Her majesty, in great alarm, gave "him
2000Z. per annum from her privy purse, accompanied with a most
humble and caressing letter. Yet after the pecuniary disappoint-
ment, which the new duchess rightly attributed to the economy
of Rochester, Anne had little peace: in her hours of retirement,
or on solemn occasions of state, she was liable to the most violent
vituperation from tho woman she had raised, to use that person's
won words, "from the dust," to be her scourge and punishment.
The duchess of Marlborough kept no measures with the queen, in
fact, either in writing or speaking of her or to her. While the